 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Lutheran Theological Seminary

SL210 THEOLOGY 1
Fall 2009
Professor: Rev Dr. Cam Harder, 966-7867; crharder@sasktel.net
Course Website: www.cameronharder.com.  Click on “Courses,” then “Theology 1,” then “Registered students enter course page here.”   Username and password will be given out at first class or prior to first class by email.

EXPECTED OUTCOMES
A student who successfully completes this course will be able to:

1) Explain and illustrate how Christian doctrines function differently in various contexts.
2) Use Christian doctrine to theologically interpret modern contexts using a hermeneutic (method of interpretation).  For Lutherans this hermeneutic will be a “theology of the cross.”

3) Describe current and historic perspectives within the Christian community on the doctrines of Christ, the Trinity, Creation, Sin and Suffering and discriminate between them. 

4) Identify and evaluate their own theological “pre-understandings” (background and assumptions) regarding each doctrine.

5) Express their theological insights clearly, logically, and effectively in oral and written form.

ASSIGNMENTS
Read the appropriate part of this syllabus carefully before every assignment!  Students with special needs that might require a change in the way an assignment is handled are urged to contact the professor.  Please submit assignments in both email and written form.  The written version should have “I certify that this work is completely my own except where properly cited” at the end with the student’s signature.
Assignment and Exam Schedule:

· During Weeks 1-3—What If?  Question 1
· During weeks 4-7 -- What If?  Question 2
· End of week 6- Mid-term exam
· During weeks 8-10 What If?  Question 3
· Thurs Nov 26 (at class time)—Theological brief due
· Last Class:  Daily Bible reading and Reading Review
· Exam week: Final exam


1) Daily Bible Reading–5% of final grade-Due final class

The Bible will be your chief tool in the parish–in worship, at people’s bedsides, in their homes, in your sermon study, in adult classes, in counselling.  Much of the time you will have to draw on it spontaneously.  More than anything else therefore, you must know the Bible thoroughly; it is the primary source for Christian theology.  Bible reading must be a life-long habit because every re-reading makes new connections as you and your context change.  To assist you in building that habit students are required to read two chapters each weekday.  To encourage regularity only two chapters per day will be counted (so don’t skip days and try to catch up by reading in larger chunks). If you are reading the Bible for other courses you may include those readings.  I would prefer that you read logical units of material rather than jumping around too much, especially when the material has a single theme or is a closely woven narrative.   But try to cover some of each major biblical section. 


Chronicle your reading, giving the date read and the location of the reading on the form included on the website. (eg. John 1-2).  Try to read with “naive” eyes, as if seeing the scripture for the first time.  Keep in mind questions such as: “What is surprising, disturbing? What doesn’t fit with your experience of reality, or opens up that experience in a new way?  What new connection do you see with another part of scripture?” 


If you complete the 120 chapters, with no more than two chapters counted per day, then you will get full marks (100% or proportionately less if you do not complete all the readings).  Completed form is due at final class.
2) Thought Experiments: What if? Questions – 15% of final grade (3 questions, 5% each). Due 3 times in semester.


Einstein was fond of “thought experiments” –asking “what if time was flexible?  What if gravity bent light?” And so on.  Some of the world’s most important discoveries have come from such thought experiments.  Theology also depends on this sort of thinking outside the box.  Luther asked “What if the justice of God has to do with making us just, not with judging us?” That question led to the Reformation. What if? Questions pose an alternate way of thinking about God, ourselves and the universe and then get us to reflect on what difference it would make if things were really that way.  They help us think out-side-the box so that we can continue to be (in Luther’s words) a church “reformed but always reforming.”.  

Three times in the semester (during weeks 1-3, 4-7, 8-10) hand in a question using the “What If? Question Form” found on the website. The question should be based on the subject for that or an upcoming class.  It should not be one that is explicitly dealt with in your readings, but is opened up by or takes account of the readings.  The question should also take account of your own experience and others’ experience that you know well. 


Format:   




Name: (eg. “Cam Harder”)



Question No. (eg “1”)___

Question: (eg. “What if human beings aren’t the crown of creation—the climax of the on-going creation drama—but only an intermediate and passing phase in creation’s development?) 
This question challenges my assumption(s) that... (eg. “humanity is the goal and ultimate purpose of creation’s development”)
This question matters because...(eg. “It would affect how we view eternal life—if it’s for us then why not for all creatures below and above us in creation’s development.  It would affect the way that we treat other creatures, recognizing that they are not just there for our sake but have their own role in on-going creation, etc).
What evidence do you have that your “what if?” might actually be the case  (eg. large numbers of developed species have gone extinct several  times in earth’s history because of meteors, etc—why not again?)



See “Guidelines for What if?Questions” in the supplementary material on the website to see how to craft a good question.  Out-of-the-box questions will cause you to look at an issue from a different perspective than you normally would.  They make you wonder what the world would look like if you didn’t take for granted the things that you take for granted.  Faith is strengthened and refined by asking hard questions about its assumptions.  The question should also matter and there should be some evidence that raises it.  Theology isn’t brain candy.  It reframes the fundamentals of people’s lives.  A good What If? question is one for which the response to it will change something significant in your own life or community.  And of course the question must be truly open to you–i.e. one that you have not already settled.  It must not be rhetorical (a comment disguised as a question).

3) Reading Review–25% of final grade—Due final class.  
It is expected that students will read the assigned readings for each class before the class. Note: on the website, under “supplementary” is a list of reading review questions. Use this as you read to help you identify what the key points of each reading are. There are no reading review questions for Camsnotes, since Camsnotes are already a focused and summaric reading and they should be known thoroughly.  


At each class students should come prepared with a written statement (one or two sentences–no more) of their core learning from the readings for that week.  I may ask you to share those sentences in the large group or defend them in small groups.  These can be then also be used to help you craft a report of your readings.  This reading review is due at the end of the semester.    It should be 4-6 pages and answer the following questions:



1) Precisely how much did you read of Camsnotes and the Reading Packet? 


2) Which readings did you read thoroughly, which did you skim?



3) Which readings did you understand and which were confusing (why were they confusing)?



4) Which readings were most meaningful or challenging for you and why? 
Your mark will be based on the thoroughness and volume of your readings and your ability to explain clearly how they have affected your own theological growth.

4) Theological Brief – (25% of final grade)- Due Thurs Nov 26 in class.
Students will choose one of the doctrines that we have studied during the semester (use weekly class topics as a starting point) and reflect on it using the following questions:


1) How did you understand the particular doctrine before you came into this course?


2) How have your readings and class discussions modified that understanding?

 3) Describe a real situation in your life or context in which this doctrine helps you to think and/or act differently and how it does so.  


4) What would you like to investigate further on this subject?


The paper should be 6-8 pages, double-spaced, 1" margins, 12-point type.  Any reference to readings or other public material (eg. internet, videos, lectures, etc) should be properly footnoted according to normal LTS standards (ask the professor for a copy of the standards if you aren’t sure).

5) Exams – 30% of final grade

There will be two exams, each worth 15%. The first at the end of Week 6 will cover the first half of the course, the second at the end during exam week will cover the last half of the course.
REQUIRED TEXTS
SL210 Theology 1 Reading Packet. (TRP)  Available for purchase in the LTS bookstore.   
CamsNotes. Available on the course website under “Camsnotes”
Articles on the course website in the section “Readings, Intructions, Supplementary Material” under “Additional Assigned Readings” at .http://www.cameronharder.com/courses/Theology1/Theology1Supplementary.htm
EXCELLENT REFERENCES RECOMMENDED FOR PURCHASE
Migliore, Daniel. Faith Seeking Understanding: An Introduction to Christian Theology.  Grand Rapids, Mich: Eerdmans., 2004. Second Edition  Available for purchase in the LTS bookstore

McGrath, Alister. Christian Theology: An Introduction. 2nd Ed.  Cambridge, MS:Blackwell, 1994. 

Musser and Price, eds. A New Handbook of Christian Theology. Nashville: Abingdon, 1992.

OR

McGrath,  Alister, ed. Blackwell Encyclopedia of Modern Christian Thought. Cambridge, MS: Blackwell, 1993.

Book of Concord (Kolb and Wengert edition)
McLaren, Brian, A New Kind of Christian or The Story We Find Ourselves in.  (Available at Parables and local bookstores, perhaps in LTS bookstore as well.  Not technically a reference book but a wonderful introduction to basic theological concepts in modern, storied form.  Useful for laity.)
Any other useful references that may arise during the course will be available on the reserve shelf under my name in the LTS library.
SCHEDULE OF REQUIRED READINGS AND ASSIGNMENTS

(Note that the readings for each class are listed underneath the session title and are to be done BEFORE the class.)
TUES-THURS Sept 15-17 , Week 1: Doing Theology  (do these readings before first class)

Required Readings

- Hall, “Theology of the Cross: Challenge and Opportunity for the Post-Christendom Church,” in Trelstad, ed. Cross Examinations (Mpls, MN: Fortress, 2006): 252-258.

- Hall, “Theology of the Cross as Contextual Theology” in The Cross in Our Context, 35-52.  
- Marit Trelstad, “The Importance of Context for Theological Interpretation of the Cross,” in Cross Examinations:3-4.

- Hordern, “Liberation Theology in a Canadian Context,” in Hinterland Theology in an

 Ecumenical Context, 17-26.

- Jurgen Moltmann, “The Cross as Military Symbol,” in Cross Examinations: 263.

- Cam’s Notes: 0- What is the Bible?  and  1–Theology and the Theologian
TUES-THURS Sept 22-24, Week 2: “Who Do You Say That I Am?” Introductions to Christology and the Quest for the Historical Jesus 

Required Readings

- Daniel Migliore, Faith Seeking Understanding: 163-169.

- Douglas Hall, “Why Jesus?” chap.2 of  Why Christian?, 15-34.

- Michael Steinhauser, “Challenging the Old Images” PMC May 1998,12-14 .

- Wayne Meeks, “Another Model of Identity” in Christ is the Question  (Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 2006): 55-61. 

- Luke Timothy Johnson, “The Jesus Seminar’s Misguided Quest for the Historical Jesus” in Christian Century 113, (Jan 3, 1996): 16-22 

- CamsNotes: Session 8–“Who do you say that I am?” Introductions to Christology and the Quest for the Historical Jesus.
TUES-THURS Sept 29-Oct 1, Week 3: “What Kind of Being Is Christ?” Traditional Responses, Feminist Concerns

Required Readings

- Book of Concord FC VIII “The Person of Christ,” 616-622

- Robert Kelly, Theologia Crucis: 121-126 

-
Daniel Migliore, Faith Seeking Understanding: 169-182.
- Choan-Seng Song, “Jesus Christ is Christa too,” in Jesus, the Crucified People (Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 1996): 225-232.

- Susanne Heine, “Jesa Christa, or a Critique of the Ideal” in  Matriarchs, Goddesses and Images of God: A Critique of Feminist Theology, 137-145

- Mary Streufert, “Maternal Sacrifice as a Hermeneutics of the Cross,” in Cross Examinations: 63-64, 71-75.

- CamsNotes: Session 9–“What Kind of Being Is Christ?” Traditional Responses, Feminist Concerns

TUES-THURS Oct 6-8 , Week 4: “What Did Christ Do?”  Christ’s Work and Ministry

Required Readings
- The Gospel of Mark 

- Ched Myers, Binding the Strong man pp.190-194, 217-223, 200-205, 297-306.

- Faustina, “From Exile To Exodus: Christian Dalit Women and the Role of Religion,” in Frontiers of Dalit Theology, ed. by V. Devasahayam (Madras, India: Gurukul Lutheran Theological College, 1997): 92-99.  
-
CamsNotes: Session 10–“What Did Christ Do?”  Christ’s Work and Ministry. 
TUES-THURS Oct 13-15, Week 5: The Death of Christ and How it Saves Us

Required Readings
- Luke 22-23, Romans 4:24-6:22

- Kelly, Theologia Crucis: 101-113

- Hall, The Cross in Our Context, 111-133.

- Trelstad, “Traditional Models of Atonement,” in Cross Examinations: 4-6.

- The Christian Theology Reader, reading numbers 5.1, 5.3, 5.4, 5.7, 5. 10, 5.11, 5.13, 5.24.

- Migliore, Faith Seeking Understanding, 187-191.

- Gorringe, God’s Just Vengeance, 244-258.

- “V. Devasahayam, “The Cross as Countering the Caste Consciousness,” in Doing Dalit Theology in Biblical Key (Madras, India: Gurukul Lutheran Theological College, 1997): 53-67.

- Choan-Seng Song, “The Scandal of the Cross,” in Jesus, the Crucified People (Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 1996): 96-99.

- CamsNotes: Session 11–The Death of Christ and How it Saves Us.   

TUES-THURS Oct 20-22, Week 6: The Risen Christ: His Uniqueness and Universality


Required Readings

-1 Cor 15
- Braaten and Jensen, Christian Dogmatics vol.1, 548-555.

- N.T. Wright and John Dominic Crossan, “The Resurrection: Historical Event or Theological Explanation?  A Dialogue” in  Robert Stewart, ed. The Resurrection of Jesus (Mpls, MN: Fortress, 2006): 16-29.
- Migliore, Faith Seeking Understanding: 191-196.

- Kelly, Theologia Crucis:  115-120 

- Lewis, Mere Christianity, 41-42, 51.

- Pannenberg, Introduction to Systematic Theology, 53-55.

- “C. S. Song on the Cross and the Lotus,” in The Christian Theology Reader, 338-342. 

- Mercy Amba Oduyoye, “The Value of African Religious Beliefs and Practices for Christian Theology,” in African Theology En Route, ed by Kofi Appiah-Kubi and Sergio Torres (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 1979): 109-116.

- Harvey Cox, Many Mansions: Introduction: “Jesus and Dialogue” pp.1-19.

- CamsNotes: Session 12–The Resurrected Christ: His Uniqueness and Universality.  
THURS or FRI, Oct 22 or 23: Mid-Term Exam—outside of class period (exam is not time-limited), at a time suitable to the class.
TUES-THURS Oct 26-30 Mid-term Break
WED Nov 4 – Required Integrative Seminar  (all students/faculty) Morning: time TBA
TUES-THURS Nov 3-5, Week 7: Language About the Trinity: What Shall We Call God?

Required Readings

- Bible: Psalm 104:30; Matt 28:18-20; Eph.1:11-14; Jude 20-21; 2 Cor 1:21-22; 13:13. 

- Book of Concord: Augsburg Confession, Art.1 (“Concerning God”) pp. 36-37.
- Hall, The Cross in Our Context, 75-90
- Migliore, Faith Seeking Understanding: 64-87.  
- Lewis, Mere Christianity, 127-129  

- Brian Wren, What Language Shall I Borrow?, 141-142

- Braaten and Jensen, Christian Dogmatics, Vol. 1, 87-96

- Johnson, She Who Is, 42-57, 205
- M.E. Prabhakar, “Christology in Dalit Perspective,” in Frontiers of Dalit Theology, ed. by V. Devasahayam (Madras, India: Gurukul Lutheran Theological College, 1997): 419-420.
- Cam’s Notes: Session 2– Language About the Trinity: What Shall We Call God?
TUES-THURS Nov 10-12, Week 8: Creation–in God
 Required Readings
- Gen. 1:1-27, Romans 4:17, Heb 11:3; Hosea 2:18ff

- Migliore, Faith Seeking Understanding, 113-116.

- George Murphy, “Theology of the Cross and God’s Work in the World” Zygon, 33, 1998, 221-231.

- Sharon Begley, “Science Finds God,” pp.46-51 and Kenneth Woodward, “How the Heavens Go”
 p.52, both in Newsweek July 20, 1998.
- Braaten and Jensen, Christian Dogmatics, Vol.1 “Creation out of Nothing,” 309-313.

- Choan-Seng Song, “God’s Heartache: The Beginning of Theology,” in Third-Eye Theology, rev. ed.  (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 1991): 51-57. 

- Welker, “Big Bang or the Work of Seven Days?” Theology Today, 1996, 173-187.
-  Tim Folger, “Science's Alternative to an Intelligent Creator: the Multiverse Theory,” Discover, on-line Nov 18, 2008.   On course website, Supplementary Material, under “Additional Assigned Readings.”  .http://www.cameronharder.com/courses/Theology1/Theology1Supplementary.htm
- Podcast: John Polkinghorne, physicist and priest, on science and faith. From CBC Radio's Tapestry, Aug 30, 2009. On course website, Supplementary Material, under “Additional Assigned Readings.”  .http://www.cameronharder.com/courses/Theology1/Theology1Supplementary.htm  (18 MB file)

- Cam’s Notes: Session 3: Creation–in God
TUES-THURS Nov 17-19, Week 9: Humanity in Creation  
 
Required Readings

- Migliore, Faith Seeking Understanding, 92-110 (on creation and ecology).

- Kristian Wold, “Lords, Stewards, Husbands or Guests in the Garden: In Search of an Environmental Ethic Adequate to our Times,” Unpublished manuscript (LTS, 2002), 1-10.

- James Treat, ed. Native and Christian, “An Aboriginal Christian Perspective on the Integrity of Creation,” 51-55, by Stan McKay (a native Canadian) and “Rivers of Life” George Tinker (a native Lutheran), 56-60.

- Gregory Pierce, Of Human Hands, 23-29,43-51, 81-90, 116-117.

-  Hall, The Steward, 25-51.

- Cam’s Notes: Session 4–Our Place in Creation 

TUES-THURS Nov 24-26, Week 10: Humanity in the Image of God
 
Required Readings
- Genesis 1:26-2:25. 

- Book of Concord: Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Art.II, paras. 18-22, pp.114-115.
- Wild Justice, Marc Bekoff and Jessica Pierce, Univ of Chicago, 2009, pp 18-23, 56-59, 94-109, 150-153.  Excerpts on animal morality.  On course website, Supplementary Material, under “Additional Assigned Readings.”  .http://www.cameronharder.com/courses/Theology1/Theology1Supplementary.htm
- Rosemary Radford Ruether, Sexism and God-Talk, 93-115.

- Migliore, Faith Seeking Understanding, 139-149

- Cam’s Notes: Session5–Humanity in the Image of God 

TUES-THURS Dec 1-3, Week 11: Humanity in Bondage to Sin

Required Readings
- Gen 3-4, Romans 5:12-23; 7:1-25.

- Book of Concord: Augsburg Confession, Art. II “Original Sin”; Apology to the Augsburg Confession, Art. II “Original Sin,” pp. 111-120.    

- McGrath, Christian Theology: An Introduction, 423-430.

- Lewis, Mere Christianity, 75-81.

- Soelle, Thinking About God,  54-67.

- Cam’s Notes: Session 6–Humanity in Bondage to Sin 

TUES-THURS  Dec 8-10, Week 12: Suffering and the Problem of Evil
 
Required Readings

- Dorothee Soelle, “Suffering” in A New Handbook of Christian Theology, 464-466.

- C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, 38-42.

- Douglas Hall, God and Human Suffering,” 49-92 (This is a very important reading!)

- Cam’s Notes: Session7–Suffering and the Problem of Evil  

Final Exam (to be announced)





